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VIRAL VIDEO TAKES NEXT STEP

Online show hosts breakthrough directors of Star Wars spoof

RICHMOND, Va. (Sept 17, 2006) – A menacing figure looms over the produce section, breathing heavily and wielding a lightsaber. It’s Darth Vader! No wait… it’s his shorter, clumsier brother Chad Vader, the store’s incompetent manager.

Chad Vader: Day Shift Manager, a 5-minute skit by Matt Sloan and Aaron Yonda of Madison, Wisc., took the internet by storm when it was released two months ago. It has since seen close to two million downloads and spawned two sequels.

The movie is a lot of fun, but so is the story behind it. How did they come up with the idea? Where did they get that awesome costume? That’s where The Romeo Theater comes in.

The Romeo Theater is a free online show hosted by John Romeo. Each week, the program presents a short movie and the director shares the story behind it. Episode 20 of the Romeo Theater, released today, will feature the Chad Vader movie and an interview with writers/directors Sloan and Yonda, complete with exclusive behind-the-scenes photos.

Though online video may be in its infancy, programs like The Romeo Theater help legitimize the format. It provides viewers with added layers of information, giving them a more well-rounded viewing experience, not unlike the bonus material on a DVD. The show features aspiring filmmakers who produce Hollywood-style films on a shoestring budget. And it promotes the medium as a whole, by offering directors a one-of-a-kind showcase for their work.

The way these films are produced and delivered—digitally—is what most excites John Romeo, the show’s host. “The beauty of the internet is that now anyone can share their films with the world. Short movies have little support and few outlets in mainstream media, but that’s often where you find the most intriguing stories and some of the most creative work.” 

Without digital video, films like Chad Vader may never have gotten made in the first place. “These guys took a grocery store in Wisconsin and a funny costume and put them together to make something brilliant. No big budget, no car chases, no Hollywood celebrities; just a great idea, executed well.” As the cost of digital equipment and production continues to decline, more filmmakers are able to produce better-quality content.

But, most importantly, The Romeo Theater helps create a level playing field for amateur directors like John, giving them an audience that wasn’t accessible just a couple of years ago. “You see a lot of big media companies getting involved in online video now, and they often bring a good product. But you also can find some fantastic movies created by ordinary people who aren’t doing it for the money or fame… they do it just for the love of it. I’m so proud that my show lets them share their work with a greater audience.”

All Romeo Theater shows can be viewed for free at: http://www.romeo-theater.com (note the hyphen). The show is also available as a video podcast, which you can download using Apple iTunes and other podcast directories. By subscribing to the podcast (it’s free), each new show will automatically download to your computer’s hard drive. 

EDITORS NOTE:

You can view Chad Vader: Day Shift Manager for free online at http://www.romeo-theater.com. For photographs to use with this story, go to www.romeo-theater.com/media.html. For interviews with John Romeo and to receive broadcast-quality video excerpts from the show, please contact John Romeo directly at (804) 314-7413.

About the Romeo Theater: The Romeo Theater is a free, weekly show available online at www.romeo-theater.com. It showcases independent short movies and the stories behind them. The show is also available as a downloadable podcast via Apple iTunes and other podcast directories. The Romeo Theater was created John Romeo, a videographer and art director in Richmond, Va. He’s president of John Romeo Productions (www.romeo-dvd.com).

